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Control: 9332' 3 :,;: r ^ ^ . 
Rec'd: NOVEj^ER 17, I^g ?!* 

NO: 353> November 17, 10 pm (section one of two) 




FROM: BERLl(jjy 

TO: Secretary of State 



PRIORITY 

SENT BONN 306, DEPARTMENT 3?3, REPEATED INrORMATioiTPARIs'io, 
PARIS TOPOL 1*0, USAREUR 103, LONDON, MOSCOW UNNUMBERED^. . 

REF: BERLIN'S 286 AND 288 TO BONN, 333 AND 335 TO DEPT AND 
U5C0BJS UNN TEL NOV 1 5 TO HE IDELBERG AND DA (PASS DEFES AND 
STATE), INFO BONN AND USCINCEUR. 





FOLLOWING IS CHRONOLOGY NOV \k INCIDENT. 



ALL TIMES LOCAL. 



aTANT PROVOST 






LTmcV FTER ,3 °° S0VS DETA 'NED THREE COVERED US VEHIClES 

W J SOLDIER DRIVERS AT NOWAWES (BABELSBERG) CHECKPOINT WH-N 
DRIVERS STEADFASTLY REFUSED SUBMIT INSPECTION. AT I W 
SOV CHECKPOINT COMMANDING OFFICER SUMMONED US ASSISTANT 
MARSHAL TO CHECKPOINT AND STATED HE UNDER ORDERS INSPECT 
INTER I OR! DETAINED US VEHICLES. TO US REPLY THAT INSPECTION 

1 SSm? « T , RPT N ° T BE PERMI ™' SOV OFFICER STATED "MEN AND 
^.VEHICLES WOULD BE HELD UNTIL INSPECTION PERMITTED." 

^' Mcri^I R °° P C0MMAND INFORMED OF FOREGOING AT l600 AND, UNDER 
3 T CTI0NS ' US 0FF, CE:RS RETURNED TO SOV CHECKPOINT AT 1700 
AND DEMANDED ON AUTHORITY US COMMANDING GENERAL D'ORSA THAT 
gS VEHICLES AND PERSONNEL BE IMMEDIATELY PERMITTED RETURN 
T|0 BERLIN. SOV CHECKPOINT COMMANDING OFFICER STATED HE 
VOULD OBTAIN DECISION FROM HIS COMMANDING GENERAL AND AT 1715 
t^ADE STATEMENT AS FOLLOWS: " I HAVE RECEIVED AN ORDER TO EXAWNF 

mWDl V t./IVU Till? nnr^n . »> W 
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JTERIOR OP VEHICLES. I MUST COMPLY WITH THIS ORDER EVFN m t 

'Lc^ S H i? LDING UP C0NV0Y F0R ENTIRE ^k 0R UNTIL HEllo C 



FREEZES OVER." 
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-2- 353, NOVEMBER 17, 10 PM (SECTION ONE OF TWO) FROM BERLIN 

50V OFFICER STATED HE WOULD PERMIT FOOD BE BROUGHT TO SOLD.ER:".. 
WHEN DELIVERING FOOD AT l640, US OFFICER AGAIN DEMANDED RELEASE 
MEN AND VEHICLES AND WAS REFUSED. WHEN DEPARTING SOV CHECKPOINT 
AT 1915 US OFFICER INFORMED BY SOV OFFICERS THAT RELEASE AMERICAN 
SOLDIERS NOT RPT NOT WITHIN THEIR COMPETENCE BUT MUST BE DECIDED 
AT HIGHER SOV LEVEL. 

FOLLOWING USUAL AFTER HOURS DIFFICULTY REACH. NG SOV KARlGHOST 
HEADQUARTERS BY TELEPHONE, UOPOlAD 1-iiOIEST RECEIVED i:.LEPuON C ALL 
BY SOVS AT 1925 (BERLIN'S Zok 10 BONN, jjl f ., lEPi). W.-EN 
NO RPT NO REPLY RECEIVED BY 2100, uSFOlAl) DEHA-.IC., i" -Ji 
KARLSHORST. AT 2 1 2^ KARLSHORST REACHED BY TELEPHONE AND CVEN 
FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM GEN HAMLETT TO SOV EI COMMANDANT ZAKHAROV 
OR, IF ABSENT, HIS DEPUTY: "l AM SEND INC; MR FINDlEY BURNS IMMED- 
IATELY TO KARLSHORST TO DISCUSS WITH SOVPOi.AD OK hiS DESIGNATED 
REPRESENTATIVE A VERY SERIOUS MATTER," 

MEANWHILE AT 2120 TELEPHONIC REPl.Y i'O li HrCM A;- PROTEST DELlvERiO 
1925 RECEIVED FROM ACTING SOVPOLAD SWtli.OV: 

BEGIN TEXT 

IN REPLY TO YOUR MESSAGE OF I 1 * NOV, I ADV : SE YOU THAT IN CONFORM ; TY 
WITH EXISTING PROCEDURE OF CONTROL, AMERICAN VEHICLES INDICATED 
IN YOUR MESSAGE WILL BE IMMEDIATELY PERMITTED TO PROCEED THROUGH 
CHECKPOINT NCWAWES AFTER THEY SUBMIT TO INSPECTION AND SOVIET 
CONTROLLING AUTHORITIES AT CHECKPOINT ASCERTAIN THAT ILLEGAL 
PASSENGERS ARE NOT RPT NOT PRESENT Hi THESE VEHICLES. 

END TEXT. 

USPOLAD ARRIVED FRONT GATE SOV HEADQUARTERS KARLSHORST AT 2200, 
ACCOMPANIED BY SKILLED INTERPRETER BlOOMFIElD- AFTER REPEATED 
INSISTENCE TO GUARDS ON URGENCY HIS MISSION AND IMPORTANCE HIS 
SEEING RESPONSIBLE SOV OFFICER, CAPT SHI.YCHKOV (WHO HAS PREVIOUSLY 
ATTENDED MEETINGS WITH SOVPOLAD ) ARRIVED AT 2220. 
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TO: Seoretary of State 

NO: 353, NOVEMBER 17, 10 PM (SECTION 
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PRIORITY 

SENT BONN 3 o6, DEPARTMENT 353, REPEATED : INFORMATION PAR 

LONDON, MOSCOW UNNUMBERED. 

awai. abif WF MUST SPEAK TO SOMEONE ELSE IMMEDIATELY. . -^ 
£ »*^ ™ NO 0* ELSE COMPETENT USROE 

SUPERIORS. , SH^YCHKOV REPL.E D I IE NOT ^ RE , TERATED 

MESSA ?I; T^rS SUITABLE PLACE TO DELIVER MESSAGE. SHl-YCHKOV 

ess v^'vsxx&s"™^ s to s ™ v ^ 

RETURN WEST BERLIN. 
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AT , 235 uspoUD CHTERED 0Pn« : SOVPOUD - KH a O B V,OUSUV ,N 
^ ft " S V,f™SHUYci S Kiv; "tTeT RETURNED TO STATE SH.LOV 
i WOULD ARRIVE IN 10 MINUTES. 
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-2- 353, NOVEMBER 17, 10 PM, (SECTION TWO OF TWO) FROM BERLIN. 

'AT 22S0 SHILOV APPEARED AMD APOLOGIZED FOR HAVING BEEN 
•"SlrnCULT TO LOCATE. USPOLAD SAID HE AWARE HOUR WAS LATE F,U F 
HIS BUSINESS URGENT AND IMPORTANT. 

USPOLAD REVIEWED DETAILS INCIDENT AND EMPHASIZED US DOES HOT 
RPT NOT ACCEPT SOV CONTENTION THEY HAVE RIGHT TO INSPECI AND 
Ss WOULD NOT RPT NOT SUBMIT TO INSPECTION. STATED SOV 
DETENT^ US SOLD.ERS AND VEH.CLES UNPRECEDEMFED AND , G RAVLLY 
VIEWED ON US SIDE. IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF MEN AND VEHICLE, 
DEMANDED. (IN EVENT SOV REPLY NEGATIVE OR EVASIVE, U^Ot.A, 
INTENDED INFORM SHILOV THAT SOV FA.LUHE RCLEASC MEN AN!) vr.HKLl.S 
COULD RESULT IN SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES.; 

SHILOV DEFENDED SOV INSPECTION POSITION AT ID r/>? I'.UJU _l> J^W « ' ,K ' 
?HAT NONETHELESS ORDERS HAD BEEN IG.UFD SHORT MR. R <■ 0,,. 10 

pn fa v Gliders and vehicles because it would have blln 

ONS I DERATE^" 'aME R I CAN ( ( SOLD I ERS SLEEP OVERN I OH TIN FRUCKS 
SHILOV THFN STATED F.IRMLY: "I WANT YOU Ui KNOW I HAT A. H^' "•• 
WKL CONTINUE EXERCISE OUR RIGHT OF ^.^1 ,«,,,: 00 ..-). -< 
NOT INTEND TO INSPECT CONTENTS OF 00 /. •;:.; A 111, Iv- ■ ,. ■•■ ;> Mi 
WE W.LL TAKE STEPS NECESSARY TO I lim I .OK ■"'-;'' 

vehicles do not rpt not cafmy uiiAU ii n ^ ;; J , :'; ;''..,' -,: ''''■' 

LOAD CORRESPONDS TO THAT INDICATED ON ID'/IRHI OMn.T.. 

USPOLAD ASKED TIME MEN AND VEHICLES RELEASED AND SHILOV 
REPLIED THEY MUST NOW BE BACK IN WEST BERLIN. 

AS USPOLAD DEPARTED, SHILOV REMARKED: "TROUBLE OVER INSPECTION 
IS WITH YOU AMERICANS. WE DO NOT RPT NOT HAVE Till., J>U\ 
OF TROUBLE WITH BRITISH AND FRENCH." 

MEANWHILE AT 221 5 HOURS US ASSISTANT PROVOST MARSHALL INFORMED 

BY SOV CHECKPOINT ! 
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bv Qnv rHrrKPOINT OFFICER THAT LA ITER'S ORDERS HAD JUST 
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BURNS 



SLS/23 



xn 

to) 



**? 



SECRET 



